DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
times be a bit hard there; I do not know. I imagine that there will be some kind of development which will have its crises and its failures. I do not know. Probably I think about it too anthropomorphically; but no man, even were he the greatest philosopher or scientist, can creep out of his own skin; and thus far, the Myth, which is anthropomorphism, is natural even though the understanding is against it. I often thought to myself: Will you meet Plato or Goethe? I believe so. But I do not know what our relations to one another will be. Anyhow I shall say to Goethe: 'I have read all your things and therefore we need not talk about them. Tell me something about your experiences here.'
"The chief point that I wish to emphasise is that if I am a partaker in an eternal existence, that fact must be my rule of conducttowards my fellow-men. I take everybody to be what I am myself. I should call that religious democracy. Soul to soul. To one who is eternal, eternity cannot be a matter of indifference* That is the basis of my co-operation with my fellow-man. As a theist, I must believe in Providence. I am firmly convinced that my life is not wholly of my own planning. A phrase from Shakespeare comes to my mind:
3*